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The United States Soccer Federation (U.S. Soccer) has announced major changes for youth soccer which will affect travel
teams throughout the United States, beginning in August, 2016.  These changes will impact our 2016-2017 Travel Team
Program, starting with travel team tryouts this spring.   This letter is intended to explain the changes and how they will
affect the LMSC Travel Team Program.

The biggest modification will be the change to “birth year eligibility.”  For the past 25 years, age groups were defined
with an August 1st cutoff.  For example, current Under 12 age group teams are comprised of players born between
August 1, 2003 and July 31, 2004.   Starting next season, the age group cutoff will switch to January 1st for all age groups.
So, for next year, the Under 12 age group will be comprised of players born in the year 2005.

This change will take place throughout the United States.  The main purpose of this change is so that our country uses
the same age group classifications as all other countries that play organized soccer.

Tryouts for next year’s travel teams will take place in the spring. Our tryouts will use these new age classifications, as
mandated by U.S. Soccer.   Most of our indoor training programs this winter are being run using this format.

Another change mandated by U.S. Soccer will be the number of players on the field for some age groups. Currently,
games Under 12 and younger are played 8v8 while games Under 13 and older are played 11v11.  Beginning next season,
travel team games for Under 10 and younger will be played 7 vs. 7 and played on slightly smaller fields.  The Under 11
and Under 12 age groups will play 9 vs. 9.  Age groups Under 13 and older will still play full sided 11 vs. 11.

Below is a listing of how the age groups will be determined for the 2016-2017 season and their game format.  Tryouts
for teams with players not yet in high school will be held in the spring of 2016.  We anticipate fielding the same number
of travel teams for each age group as we do now.

Under 9 2008 births 7 vs. 7 games
Under 10 2007 births 7 vs. 7 games
Under 11 2006 births 9 vs. 9 games
Under 12 2005 births 9 vs. 9 games
Under 13 2004 births 11 vs. 11 games
Under 14 2003 births “
Under 15 2002 births “
Under 16 2001 births “
Under 17 2000 births “
Under 18 1999 births “
Under 19 1998 births “



HOW WILL THIS AFFECT LMSC PLAYERS?
In short, we will start from scratch and form NEW teams, with new coaches and new team names.  Teams will be formed
at tryouts in the same manner as previous years.  The A team coach will pick his/her perceived top group of age
appropriate players, the B team coach will then select the next group of players, and so forth. Players will be required
to tryout for the age group based on their birth year.

Coaches will be assigned to teams based on a number of criteria, including their ability to develop players, experience at
coaching certain ages and levels, their ratings as determined by our end of season parent’s survey and their own
requests (gender, age group, level of play, etc.)   As in the past, our best and most committed coaches will be assigned to
the top teams in age groups.

Roster sizes for younger age groups will change since U-12 and younger games will no longer be 8v8.  Under 10 teams
and younger will have slightly smaller rosters than in previous years since they will now play 7 vs. 7. Roster sizes for
Under 11 and Under 12 teams will be slightly larger since they will play 9 vs. 9 instead of 8 vs. 8.   Maximum roster sizes
have not yet been defined by U.S. Soccer.

LMSC POLICY REGARDING THESE CHANGES
 LMSC will be in full compliance with the new changes, starting at tryouts in the spring.
 Age group changes will NOT be in effect yet for teams in 2016 spring leagues or 2016 state cups.  Current team

rosters will be used for all competitions through June, 2016.
 High school age teams (Under 15 and above) may have under age players on their roster since players in these

age groups have been playing against older players during the high school season. High school age teams will
continue to start their season in November, after the high school season has ended. This is the same policy that
we have had in effect during the past 25 years.

 Younger age players will not be allowed to tryout for an age group older then defined by their year of birth.  If a
player wishes an exemption, the player must put in a written request, before tryouts, to the club.  Players will
only be considered for an exception if the club believes he/she will be one of the top five players on the ‘A”
team in the older age group. Non ‘A’ level teams up through Under 14 will not have any underage players.

 LMSC will announce the ‘A’ team coaches for each age group in December.  When possible, we will announce
the ‘B’ team coaches.  LMSC will be running “pre-tryout training sessions” during the winter months (indoors)
for many age groups, so that the head coaches in the age groups can see potential players well in advance of
tryouts.  LMSC will announce those dates later in the fall.  These will NOT be binding tryouts, just a chance for
players to meet the new coaches and for the new coaches to meet the players in that age group.

 Similar to the winter, we will also run one or more pre-tryout training sessions in the spring (outdoors) in
advance of tryouts.  Again, this will be so that coaches will get a better chance to see as many players as possible
before tryouts start.

 ALL players wishing to tryout will need to pre-register. This will be done through our web page in the Travel
Team Program page.  In previous years, we did not require current LMSC travel team players to pre-register. This
year, because of the age group changes, we will require all players to register before tryouts.

 We will not finalize selection of our C, D and E team coaches until just before tryouts.  Similar to previous years,
we will integrate new coaches into the coaching staff on teams where we feel each coach will be able to best
contribute.

 The decision of who coaches each team will be made by the Coaching Directors (Rasheed Epps, girls DOC and
Dale Haines, boys DOC) and myself, based on the criteria listed above.

 Tryouts will start soon after Easter (March 27).  We will likely have three tryouts in many age groups since the
coaches will not know many of the players trying out.



FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

1) My child’s best friends are in the older age group, may (s)he tryout for the older age group to be with friends?
The answer is “sorry, but no.”  Keep in mind that there will be a whole new set of players at these tryouts so
even if we let players simply play in an older age group, they would likely NOT wind up on the same team as
their friends.  We will have up to five teams in each age group. Tryouts will determine which team each
player makes.   Players will need to tryout for the age group corresponding to their year of birth.

2) My child was born on December 31 and is very small.  May (s)he tryout for the younger age group?
No, this is against US Soccer regulations and is considered cheating.  We would be severely sanctioned and
fined if we allowed this.   Children born on December 31 are in the same situation children born on July 31
have been in for the past 25 years.  There can be no exceptions to this. As with previous years, all players will
need to submit a copy of their birth certificate (or passport) to show their birthdate.

3) My child is in 4th grade.  All of her classmates are in the next older age group.  Can you make an exception, based
on her grade?

Again, the answer is “sorry, but no.”  Youth soccer never does anything by grade. We realize that the children
in the same grade will be in different travel team age groups, but we are required to comply with the
changes which will go into effect throughout the United States. Current travel teams have players on the
same team who are in different grades so this is not anything new.

4) Why is the club so inflexible about making exceptions?
This is NOT a policy made by LMSC. The policy is made by US Soccer and is consistent throughout the country.
In fact, just about every country in the world will be playing by the January 1st cutoff.   We are very confident
that players making teams next year will get to be good friends with many of their new teammates.

5) Has anything like this ever happened before in youth soccer?
Yes, in 1991, US Soccer changed from “year of birth” to the August 1st cutoff.  It caused a lot of headaches for
people as teams were totally overhauled and new teams were made.   It caused a lot of stress in parents.
But, by the time the players were on the field and playing in competitive games, people realized that this
wasn’t the end of the world, the new teams were able to go forward and harmony was restored. Players got
to be good friends with their new teammates and still remained friends with their old teammates who were
no longer on the same team. In reality, this was MUCH more stressful for the parents than for the players.

6) Why did US Soccer make that change in 1991?
Same reason as now.  Back then, the world cutoff date was August 1 so the USA conformed to the August 1
cutoff date to be in synch with the rest of the world.   But, several years later, FIFA (the world soccer
governing body) changed to a January 1st cutoff and the USA was out of synch with the rest of the world.

7) Why does it matter that the USA has the same cutoff as the rest of the world? This is just kids’ soccer.
One of the main objectives of US Soccer is to produce National Teams.   This includes our Men’s and
Women’s National Teams as well as Under 23, Under 19 on down to our Under 14 National Teams.  These
teams compete against the national teams from countries all over the world.  Our national team system
needs clubs to be using the same age group cutoffs as the other countries so they can properly form national
teams.  Players on our national teams come from clubs throughout the country that are similar to LMSC.
Over the years, LMSC has had several players selected for national youth teams. One former LMSC player
played in the 2006 World Cup and 2000 Olympics.


